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No. 34 Rue de la Tuilerie
From residence and workspace to Biographical Department before 1995

Front garden Rue de la Tuilerie 
34

Front rooom and study Nekbakht and Inayat Khan



The living quarters of Nekbakht and her successors

Kitchen in Munira’s time Living, first floor



Can you still recognise BD furniture?
The display case – now in the front room– and the embellished

bookcase– now in the Biographical Department



Lack of space for the collection

Temporary storage in 2024Blueprint for the revamp of the Biographical Department
basement in 1995



Workers in the Biographical Department
Nekbakht en Kismet finalize Inayat Khan’s biography and turn 
shorthand into longhand 

Nekbakht – then known as  
Sakina Furnée – in a group
photograph in 1922

Her niece Kismet Stam –
portrait made  in 1922



Munira en Elise continue Nekbakht’s work
Sharif Graham assists Munira

Munira van Voorst van Beest and Elise Guillaume in 1971
On the desk: card indexes en micro fiches

Munira and Sharif Graham 
in the back yard in 1989



Sharif Graham - Anne Louise Wirgman – Hind Wakach

Hin

Sharif Graham en Anne Louise Wirgman at Munira’s
grave in 2012

Hind Wakach –
Information specialist 

2024



Deciphering shorthand notes and publication

Berthie van der Bent and Shabaz Kiss in 2012
- Working on Nekbakht’s shorthand-

Anneke Strijbos
- Responsible for Kismet’s

shorthand-

Ameen Carp in 1994
- The publisher-



Plans for the collection
• By end 2023 a new inventory summary of the complete collection of the BD
• Using standard procedures and systems employed by libraries, archives and 

museums. 



Dreams of the future:
Making the collections accessible via internet together with related
organisations and individuals. 

The information is currently scattered over various collections of 
related organisations, and situated in several countries. 

Our knowledge will increase and we can tell new stories as we start to
share our information via the internet. 
In this way we can also interest a younger generation and enable them
to interact.  



Sketch of such a system – user perspective

Search Engine
Controlled term list 

(multi lingual)

Interface

Database:
Organisations

Archives
Documents

Libraries
Objects

Search results

Meta data

User:
Sufi Organisation

Online visitor

Optional: Wiki for 
Contributions and 

discussion 
(Moderated)



2nd sketch – collection perspective
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United we stand:
A very important moment in Emery Down in 1920
Anne Louise found, in november 2023, in the SIFS archive in The Hague, the text
that explains a drawing displayed in the Biographical Department:



Archive and library in the BD

The safe with storage boxes The library The library- collection of photo’s



Systems used by Nekbakht and Munira

The boxes and index cards that Munira en Elise worked with An index with keywords from 
Munira’s time



“The List” of Munira

Munira worked for years almost daily to expand this
systematic list – an enormous leporello with

information



Rare and precious documents: 
The Biography calligraphed by Kismet Stam



Remarkable documents

Letter by Nekbakht (Sakina) with
Inayat Khan’s medallion, 

addressed to Mahtab van 
Hogendorp

Embellished congratulations by
English mureeds – on the occasion 

of Inayat Khan’s birthday

Sheet from a letter by Mata Hari to
Inayat Khan with a proposal for a 

joint performance



Special objects–
partly on display in Museum Fazal Manzil

Necklace with Heart and Wings, 
designed by Inayat Khan for Sherifa

Goodenough

Copy of first edition of "In an Eastern Rosegarden“ with
dedication by Inayat Khan, 1921



And of course: music!

Sheet music for"The
butterflies" by Noor Inayat 

Khan

Sheet music "O Hazrat Inayat" by Musharaff Khan Program for Maheboob and 
Musharaff Khan’s music tour in 

1935


