Biographical Department
and its Collection

History and digitized future




No. 34 Rue de |la Tuilerie

From residence and workspace to Biographical Department before 1995

Front garden Rue de la Tuilerie Front rooom and study Nekbakht and Inayat Khan
34



The living quarters of Nekbakht and her successors

Kitchen in Munira’s time Living, first floor



Can you still recognise BD furniture?

The display case — now in the front room— and the embellished
bookcase— now in the Biographical Department




Lack of space for the collection

Blueprint for the revamp of the Biographical Department Temporary storage in 2024
basement in 1995
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Workers in the Biographical Department

Nekbakht en Kismet finalize Inayat;Khan's biography and turn
shorthand into longhand

Nekbakht — then known as
Sakina Furnée —'in a group
photograph in 1922

Her niece Kismet Stam —
portrait made in 1922




Munira en Elise continue Nekbakht’s work
Sharif Graham assists Munira

Munira van Voorst van Beest and Elise Guillaume in 1971 Munira and Sharif Graham
On the desk: card indexes en micro fiches in the back yard in 1989



Sharif Graham - Anne Louise Wirgman — Hind Wakach

Sharif Graham en Anne Louise Wirgman at Munira’s Hind Wakach —
grave in 2012 Information specialist
2024



Deciphering shorthand notes and publication

Berthie van der Bent and Shabaz Kiss in 2012 Anneke Strijbos Ameen Carp in 1994
- Working on Nekbakht’s shorthand- - Responsible for Kismet'’s - The publisher-
shorthand-



Title of archive or subcollection or
object or item

-

Physical
Location (grouping of the

collection)

Nekbakht
Fnd

White papers on Suresnes in Dutch Pts |
+V / Instute Soufi + Soufi Anonyme / Sale
of land papers (to be sorted and
catalogued)

RdIT 34 / Walk in
safe / right / book
case / Shelf: 1/
Box: 1

Egeling
Stichting;
Inayat
Stichting

11 Other

(1) The purchase of Fazal Manzil and (2)
The settlement of the estate of Inayat
Khan (3) The condition of buildings and

[inventory and the decisions of the local

government Fazal Manzil and the other
properties after WW-II.

Roehrs ;
Inayat Khan,
Mary

|Family Inayat
Khan ; Egeling

French;
English

1905 (appr)

Original documents about (1) The purchase of Fazal
Manzil (2) The estate of Inayat Khan (3) Fazal Manzil
and the other properties after WW-II. Given on loan to
the Nekbakht Foundation by Zamir Roehrs and Mary
Inayat Khan on 20160227 for registration, transcribing
and translating for researching the history of the
property. - See:

“20160516_ALW_D ingl ilPurch
ase" and "20210325_ALW _History of Fazal Manzil" in
3.64 Digital Archive Board Nekbakht Foundation and
“20160229_ALW_LoanAgreement_DocsOrientalRoom"
in 3.11.6_Loans-in-out Digital Archive Board Nekbakht
Foundation.

RdIT 34 / Walk in
safe / right / book
case / Shelf: 2/
Box: 5

02 Information about
HIK, family, Mureeds
of HIK time

Biography Il

RdIT 34 / Walk in
safe / back / 1st
bookease / Shelf:
3/Box:2

06 C:

RdIT 34 / Walk in
safe / back / 1st
bookcase / Shelf:
3 / Brown folder

Fdd Fazal
Manzil ;
Harper,
David

02 Information about
HIK, family, Mureeds |
of HIK time

Claire and David Harper
Archives_LargePressCuttings_GreenFol
der. In custody since 20211103.

Inayat-Khan,
Khair-un-
nissa ; Inayat-
Khan, Noor

RAIT 34 / Walk in
safe / right /
book case /
Shelf:6/Box: 1
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Dreams of the future:

Making the collections accessible via internet together with related
organisations and individuals.

The information is currently scattered over various collections of
related organisations, and situated in several countries.

Our knowledge will increase and we can tell new stories as we start to
share our information via the internet.

In this way we can also interest a younger generation and enable them
to interact.
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2nd sketch — collection perspective

Archives
Documents
Libraries

Objects

NkFnd processor
and maintenance

NkFnd control
and
cataloguing
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On Tuesday August 7t 1920 | stayed with Aimée (Miss Dowland) at Woodlands, Emery
Down, Hampshire.

Murshid did not talk much in his usual way of teaching as he was much occupied with
decisions about the Headquarters of the Movement. On Tuesday we all walked in the
Forest and in the most beautiful part we stood still in an absolute silence of nature.
Suddenly a small wind rose from just behind us and every tree and shrub bent and rustled
and then began to be violently agitated.

Murshid mad a slight gesture and spoke one word very low, the word | believe to have
been Allah, and on the instant there was utter stiliness. The wind neither came from a
distance nor passed away beyond us; it rose and fell immediately where we stood. When
we came in Miss Dowland asked him what the little wind was and he said /t was a very
important moment, there are initiations on every plane. Again he said, this place will be
historical, important events are happening on the astral plane.

On the day he was leaving for Town Miss Dowland asked him if this time during which we
had been with him had not been an initiation. He replied, Yes, and a very high initiation.




Archive and library in the BD

The safe with storage boxes The library The library- collection of photo’s



Systems used by Nekbakht and Munira

A‘Ctv.;on.

Seef allo Repedion

s sudio s o staning on.... Lda iddgy
| T ol chan: 453385

a ature, "The Problem of the Da‘y". q.a.a, &
e = : 2 Sept. 22, 263-7;20,3451
B s Qe8ey . . » 263-7;20,3451
T of men's
- in life, "The Interdependence of Life Within s
end Without", par.8, 21 Nov.'22, 20,3399

The boxes and index cards that Munira en Elise worked with An index with keywords from
Munira’s time
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Rare and precious documents:
The Biography calligraphed by Kismet Stam
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INFANCY

Inayat was bavn in Bafoda , a city in (‘w)e(,:b Fresidency
o Nednesclay the 5 ef J"ALY at 11:35 ot in 488 in the Mowse

Youla Bakhsh .
a
j The aunt™ or this inj‘anl‘ child ]najab Bibi,a\wszs held,

the ideal that the 1ovld. showld becomie a bektey and hg\\u Flau,
She had sub‘auc{ J“of this ideal and 1das dyin for ibs sake. On
her cleathbed” she 'as fold of the bivth o}. a child in het home
and she sa"wl " He :s bom wilh the ideal *for mhich 1 am dyin )’
&y only satisfaetion dm the howr of ' my death Wil e <t
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Special objects—
partly on display in Museum Fazal Manzil
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Necklace with Heart and Wings, Copy of first edition of "In an Eastern Rosegarden” with
dedication by Inayat Khan, 1921

designed by Inayat Khan for Sherifa
Goodenough







